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dived. 


“ Advenit qui veftra diés. muliebribus armiv. °°: 
- Verba redarguer etm-rm—nnemi Vig... l 





' Y ‘Readers may remember, that in a 
2h Y former Paper I hinted at grear Feuds 
? in. Paris amongft the. Men of Wir 
and polite Letvers. Mrs. Dacier was 
the General under whom one Party lifted. them- 
felves ; and Mr. de la Motte is the Commander in 
Chief of the other. The following Piece (which 
is a Tranflation from the French) is worth the ‘Pe- 
rafal of thofe Gentlemen, who are curious to en- 
ter into the Merits of the Controverfy, thar now 
engages the Academy and the more: refined Af- 
,  femblies in France. 


~ A Comparifon between the two Difcourfes 
written by Mr. dela Motte and Mrs. 
Dacier upon the Works of Homer. 


Mrs. Dacier has the Advantage in Point of B- 
rudition ; fhe quores a great Number of Authors, 
who in different Ages have admired Homer: Mt. 
de la Motte pretends to have the Advantage in 

Point of Reafon ; allowing no Appeal from that 

in Matters of Wit and Genius. Mrs. D. is hot 

for criticifing upon an Author, in whofe Favour 
fo many great Men have declared themfelves ; 
and if Religion were the Queftion in Debate, fhe 

Would’have the {ame Advantage over.Mr. de la 

M. that the Catholiques have over the Proreftants : 

Mr. de /a M. thinks it injurious to found Senfe to 
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admire any Thirig-upon the Authority of atiother; 
which doesimor in. it’s felf.appear. worthy of Ads 
mMiradons::tw vd woah hh uM 3 : 

Mrs. D. by writing with a great deal of Warmth 
againft Mr. dete M. has lec. flip, fome of thofe Ad- 
varitages,: which» from her Kaqwledge in the Greek 
Language fhe might have taken oyer her Adverfa- 
ay: Mr. de!sa:Mw has. by,his Moderation, made 
Reprifals upon: (Mrs. .D.. for the..Advantages he 
loft: by his Ignorange im Greeky.\ | 

The Ditourfe;of Mrs.-D.is,mhore fimple and 
more natural’ ::that of Mt, de 44 M is more arrful 
and more laboured. The one is crouded with 
Quotations ; and the other is filled with Reflecti- 
ons. Mrs.: D.feenis to have-undertaken the De- 
fence of Homer,.for no other; Reafon, but becaufe 
fhe underftodd Greek: Mr. de la.M, feems to. have 
attacked. Homer, only becaufe - he does not under- 
ftand the Language, in which that, Poet:werit, Th 
Majority evett of thofe, who know nothing. of 
Greek, have declared for Mrs..D. “There is but 
a {mall Number of Perfons, feveral of which do 
not underftand Greek, who fide with Mr. de la M: 
It is equally furprizing, to fee a Lady take the 
Part of Homer, anda Member of the Academy 
atrempt to bear him down, 
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» Mes’ Dacieridoés Bor gain fo miich Reputation 
by defending Homer, as Mr. de /a Motte loofes by 
attacking him. The Severity, which appears in 
the Difcourfe of Mrs.D. makes one apt to fufpect, 
“ that fhe has noc fo well cupporee a good Caufe: 

the Politene{s, ‘which is vifible7i ime 


able te? 
imakes oné inclifable t : fh, that 


of Mr. de la M. i ; 
he’had undertaken a better Caufe;’ 


Mrs. ©. has rvaifed her felf above her Sex ; 
‘and by defending Homer, fhe has performed more 


than-is.expected from a Woman, who isnot obli-_ 


ged to énrer into the Depths of Learning, nor to 
ffefs the Greek Language : Mr. de la M. by fal- 


ing upon Homer, has done an Jngury ta that Rey } 


putation,’ which he had, of being one of the 
moft learned Men in the Kingdom. 


Homer is not to be admired in every Thing ; 
and it had been more advifeable in Mrs. D. to 
give him up in fome Points, which: the endea- 
vours to juftify.. Homeris far froin being? fo incon 
fiderable, as Mr. de /a M. feemsito infinuate ; and 
he might have attacked*him ‘with greater Suééeéfs; 
if he had known how to value him more. 


~The Criricifm, which Mr. de la M, has writ 
upon Homer’s Poem, will neither hinder it from 
being read, nor rake from its true Value: The 


Reply of Mrs. D: to thie DifcourfejofMride 1a. M.° 


gives but a difadvantageous Notion‘of ‘ir ; bur, 
upon the Perufal of it, though you approve it not 
throughour, you will find in it very excellent 
Things. Therefore: you are neithet to Judge of 
‘Homer by what Mr.-de la Mo fays of him ; nor of 
the Difcourfe of Mr. de la M. by what Mrs. D. 
fays of it. 


‘Mts. D. is 48 @xttavagantly pleafed. with the I/i- 
ad of Homer, as ‘Mhé~is difpleafed with the Dif- 
coutfe of Mr? de ‘Wa M. He's neither farisfied 
with the Iliad of Homer, nor’ with: the Difcourfe 
of Mrs. Dacier? Mriide la Mi: hasogiven us the 
Character of Homer as juftly}"as if he had read 
Him in Greek: Mrs. D, therefore has tranflated 
this Poer well} fince itis from® her Verfion that 
Mr. de la M. has been able ro form: fo juft a Cha- 
racter of Homer. ; 


Mr. de la M: dtaws in his Readers to condemn 
Homer with a great-deal of Arc: Mrs.D. cannonifes 
every Thing that Homer fays, by the Examples, 
which fhe cites out of the Scripture.\Mr. de la M. 
proceeds with more Addrefs ; Mrs. D. with more 
Riehbriey: They are both equally prejudiced ; 
‘the one is blind to the Defects, the other ro the 


Beauties of Honter. 


Mr. de la M. is too {paring in his Conceffions 
in Favour of the Greek Language, which he does 


not underftand, in order to raife the French, of 
which he is fo great a Mafter : Mrs. D. gives the 
Greek Language, which fhe underftands, fome. 
over the French;, of 


f what too Sreat a} Superiority 
whieh fhe isa great Miftrefs.n, - 
“The Greck Tongtié is more opidus, aiid has 4 
_ greater Strength, than the French: it is the Ean. 
guage of a polite Nation, which had a Tafte for 
every Thing ; for Arts, for Sciences, and for 
Pleafures. we 


iy 
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The Latin, Tofgue has fomething Matculine 
and finéwy ; it is the Language of a People de. 
ftined to Rule over Mankind, 


* 
3 


The French Tongue is as foft, as numerous, ag 
 mufical, as the Greek, and far more natural : jr 
...is, more regular, than the Lating and has neither 
‘sits Dryriefs; not \Affectarion, 1. 


“~The Public ‘loofés nothing by thé Quarrel be: 
tween Mr.de /a M. and Mrs.D. On the one Hand 
we are taught, to have a Deference for Notions 
univerfally received through feveral Ages by Men 
of a diftinguifhed Merit: on the other Hand we 
learn, not to receive the moft ancient and the 
moft authorized Opinions, without Examination, 
This difpute likewife fhews us, how far unwary 
Minds may be byaffed by Prejudices. Mrs. D, 
for Inftance, excufes fome Paffages in Homer, by 
producing parallel Examples out of the Bible; 
as if the Scripture propofed them as proper Em- 
bellifhments in a'Poem. Mr.de /a M. compares the 
French Language with the Greek, which he does 


not underftand ; never confidering the Abfurdity | 


of drawing a Comparifon between two Things, 
‘tthe one of which he is ignorant of. He is offen- 
ded with certain Metaphors, and Comparifons 
‘proper to the Greek Tongue, as if they mutt of 
Necedlity have raifed the fame Kind of Images in 
the Minds of the Grecians as they raife in us, 


To conclude: Mr. de la M. has, through his 
Temper, deferved from Mrs. D. a more gentle 
Treatment : Mrs. D. by her too harfh Expreffions, 
feems to have given Mr. de la M.a Right of fay- 
ing difobliging Things to her ; if any Provocation 
can juftify a Man for laying afide his Refpect rto- 
wards a Lady. You fee by this Parallel, that one 
may efteem Mr. de /a Motte, without being igno- 
rant of Greek ; and take the Liberty to differ 
fometimes from Mrs. Dacier, though one be well 
verfed in Greek, 
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